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In 1831 the position of Director of the Imperial Ar-
chives became vacant, and Grillparzer decided to apply for
it. His petition is notable for the display of that lofty
self-consciousness which, with all his habitual modesty,
never failed him on the proper occasion. He wrote: "I
have a right to some consideration. Boastfulness was
never the greatest of my faults. My outward position
would be different had I understood the art of always
making suitable display of whatever merits I may possess.
But to be unconscious of one's worth is to class one's self
with the foolish and the faint-hearted. Through my
literary labors I have honored my country, and if every-
body owes a debt to his country, I may also claim that
mine is to some slight extent indebted to me. Other states
have academies, literary positions and salaried places of
various kinds open as reward for literary labors; Austria,
perhaps justly, has none of these. ... I apply for the
vacant position because I am amply able to fill it and, I
may candidly say, fill it better than any of my competi-
tors."

The position was given to him, in January, 1832, not so
much because the state recognized the justice of his claims,
as because he was virtually the only available applicant.
None of his colleagues in office cared for it, as the promo-
tion precluded all prospect of further advancement. A
monograph devoted to Grillparzer's activity as director of
the archives (Gerson Wolf's "Grillparzer als Archiv-
director") tells us that the poet did his work conscien-
tiously enough, though with but little inward satisfaction.
"The scholars who resorted to the archives in connection
with their studies were received by him as amiably orWhether he acted from
